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Who's it for?Intermediate and advanced classes of English (18+) as a foreign or second

language (EFL, ESL), in any part of the world.How does it work?Students discuss questions,

which are either in the form of a fun / factual quiz, or related to an authentic text /

quotation.What's new?The questions and texts break with the approach typically used in ESL /

EFL textbooks by presenting a new slant on some traditional topics, and also offering topics

that have never been found before in a discussion book. Students will feel they are discussing

something interesting, and that the language of discussion just happens to be in English.How

controversial are the discussions?Volume 2 contains around a dozen potentially 'rather risky'

exercises in terms of subject matter - these are marked with a bomb icon. Volume 1 contains

no such exercises, Volume 3 contains a lot.What preparation is involved for the teacher?In

around 90% of the exercises, no preparation is required. Students simply turn to the right page,

and away they go. Details are outlined in the Teachers Introduction and the Students

Introduction.What's the duration of a typical exercise?Depending on the students' level of

interest, some exercises can be used as 10-minute warm ups or lesson fillers, others may

develop into full-blown 60-minute discussions.What else do I need to know?The table of

contents indicates which exercises might not be suitable with certain classes which require

preparation by the teacher, and which have a key.Where can I find sample pages and the

teacher's book?tefldiscussions.com

About the AuthorEriko Sato is Associate Professor of Japanese and translation studies at the

State of University of New York at Stony Brook, where she is also the Director of the Japanese

Teacher Education Program. She has authored and co-authored over a dozen books, including

Japanese Stories for Language Learners, and Essential Japanese Grammar. She has also

authored or co-authored Contemporary Japanese, Japanese Demystified, Japanese for

Dummies, Complete Japanese Grammar, Japanese Phrases for Dummies, Basic Japanese,

and My First Japanese Kanji Book. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Discussions Volume 1: AZ resource book of stimulating, thought-provoking topics with texts

and related questions for ESL and EFL courses (TEFL Discussions)

Robert A. Hall, “Discussions Volumes [1, 2, and 3] an AZ resource book of short texts and

questions. General Content and DescriptionDiscussions offers a wide variety of topics that

motivate students to think critically by way of dialectic. Each volume contains 26 subjects—

from timeless to contemporary—and broken into four different aspects of each overall motif.

The subdivisions differ throughout, but each offers the chance to approach the central idea

from a new perspective. The authentic texts give students a window into British, American, and

World cultures. The texts are generally short and seem to be offered as a kind of springboard

into thought. Because the text is designed to foster discussion as a method of learning—or

certainly the main activity focus—students can explore their own ideas and attitudes and

challenge each other to examine and develop their thoughts and arguments. Texts, and the

questions and prompts that accompany them, offer a wide variety of sentence structures and

grammatical forms that may be mined and taught should an instructor or should student have

questions. Topics can also be turned into writing or even limited research assignments.In terms

of level, Volume 3 is certainly for upper intermediate to advanced students. But many of the

exercises in Vols 1 and 2 could also be used for mid intermediate students. In any case, there

is no obligation for students to read the more difficult texts, and you could chose exercises that

are based on a quiz-like format, or simply use the questions that follow the texts rather than the

texts themselves.These discussion books do not have what many would think of as traditional

ESL/EFL exercises, or vocabulary lists. Though this may disappoint some, the openness of the

design allows for instructors to be creative. Each topic clearly has a wide variety of related

vocabulary and collocations which allows room for individual instructors (or students!) to

develop vocabulary lists. Again, this is not provided in the text and would have to be developed

independently. As the name implies, Discussions is about using the discussion format. This

book is unique and made for this purpose.There is both a Teacher’s Guide and a Student’s

Guide in each volume of Discussions that provide helpful information on how to use the

text.Notes from Class I’ve used Volumes 1 and 2 as a supplemental text now for two

semesters. I find that students react well to many the topics. Their interest remained high and

they were motivated to speak. Comments I’ve gotten refer to the opportunity to discuss matters

they have never been asked, or had the opportunity, to discuss. My students sometimes

skimmed over certain topics and they didn’t explain well why, but others they really got into and



took time with. I usually have timed discussions and I often had to extend the time to allow

them to reach a natural end to a discussion. This level of interest and motivation is great to

see.The book’s format is easy to use and adjust to your style or purpose. There’s no need to

follow any particular order of topics. You can even allow your class to choose what they want to

talk about. This seems to work quite well.”

L. Mesinger, “More controversial topics and some fun stuff, too!. I got this book from a friend

together with volumes 1 and 3. This is the intermediate level in terms of how controversial the

discussion topics are. There are some great exercises in here and it's very current, particularly

the exercise on Instagram. Other topics include cyberbullying, objectification, and predators. I

like that both sides of the issue are presented, as that facilitates discussion. Not all topics are

heavy, though: there are some fun things to talk about (like apps, movies, and even one unit

entitled "Junk,").  Highly recommend to ESL teachers.”

Rose, “Fills a HUGE gap in ELT materials. As a newly-trained EFL teacher in the early 2000s,

'Discussions A-Z' (by the same author) was a teachers' room staple. I loved the fact it

addressed topics from a different angle...really making my students think about the world

outside the classroom (which was more than what most ELT materials did at the time!). In

many ways, the industry hasn't changed over the years I've been teaching - and I am still yet to

see any mainstream publishers tackle the kind of issues covered in this volume. Topics like

'culture and colonisation', 'varieties of English', 'barriers to research', 'university in Israel' and 'is

Google evil?' are not shied away from. The questions and texts are thought-provoking and are

presented in a clear, straight-forward way, which has made the materials easy to adapt for use

with different groups of students. We need more of this - Discussions Volume 2 (and the other

titles in the series) clearly fills a gap in the market. Highly recommended to engage EFL

students for conversation/discussion classes... as well as break time in your own teachers'

rooms!”

Kane, “Up to date topics with something for everyone!. This is second volume in the three part

series: Like Volume 3, which I have also reviewed here on Amazon, it has a bomb icon to tell

you whether the exercise might be a bit risky with some students, but in this case only about 14

of the 104 discussions are accompanied by these bombs. This means that you are on safer

ground and there is a wealth of contemporary topics for your students to talk about: apps,

Google, trolling, fake news, Quora, life in the US today and in the past, game consoles etc, as

well as some of the more traditional topics: university (but with a slant - going to university in

Israel), research, women in the media, ...I am curious to know why this book is cheaper than

Volume 3, maybe the hotter the topics, the more you have to pay for them!”

s.rend, “Great discussions for intermediate students and above. Lives up to its title - stimulating

and thought provoking. The level of all three books is upper intermediate and above, though I

have tried out some of the exercises in this volume and Volume 1 with mid intermediate levels

too and they worked fine. If you want discussions exercises for lower levels then I suggest you

check out Discussions You've Never Had by the same author. Also worth mentioning is the

price, much cheaper than a lot of teacher resource books.”

The book by Eriko Sato has a rating of  5 out of 5.0. 7 people have provided feedback.
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